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MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

The U.S. Military has had to face a serious 
"drawdown" of its forces. The Army is looking 
at reducing its active force from 750,000 to 
some 535,000 soldiers by the end of fiscal year 
1995. These military personnel affected by the 
"downsizing" will need assistance in their 
transition into the private sector. Along these 
lines, after almost a year of negotiations, Gov
ernor Campbell and the Secretary of the Army, 
Michael P.W. Stone, signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding )n Columbia on December 
3, 1991 which provides for the implementation 
of a plan to assist the Department of the Army 
military and civilian employees and their fami
lies to successfully make the transition from 
Army service into South Carolina's workforce, 
eduational institutions, and communities. The 
Governor designated the Employment Secu
rity Commission to serve as lead agency for 
this transition program. The S.C. Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the VA Regional Office 
along with several other state agencies and 
service organizations form the Military Assis
tance Council, responsible for coordination 
and implementation of the provisions of this 
MOU. 

This agreement is, indeed, historic. It is a 
prototype for the rest of the nation. Several 
other states have already expressed a desire 
to develop similar agreements patterned after 
South Carolina's. In the January 27, 1992, 
U.S. News and World Report, David Gergen 

wrote in an article entitled "Heroes for Hire": 

"Governor Campbell of South Carolina recog
nizes the rich potential these men and women 
offer: He has signed an agreement with the 
Army to attractthem into jobs as health profes
sionals, engineers, managers and the like. He 
isn't seeking to displace current workers but 
to fill the skills gap of an increasingly progres
sive state." 

SCDVANEWS 

RichardT. Coleman, who has been in charge 
of our office at the Augusta VA Medical Center 
since 1987, will retire on May 1, 1992. Dick has 
done a super job in Augusta, and we will miss 
him a great deal, as will the veterans of that 
area. All of us in the agency wish him a happy, 
healthy and well deserved retirement. 

CVAO SEMINAR 

For the past few years, the South Carolina 
Department of Veterans Affairs has conducted 
two annual seminars, one for the upper state 
and one for the lower state. This year, the 
agency will conduct a single, consolidated 
seminar on May 12, 1992 at the Sesqui-Cen
tennial State Park in Columbia. All County 
Veteran Affairs Officers should mark their cal
endars and make plans to attend this impor
tant meeting. A number of interesting and 
significant topics will be presented. The semi
nar will begin promptly at 9:30AM. 



SERVICE ORGANIZATION NEWS 

The major service organizations have an
nounced their convention schedules for this 
year as follows: 

American Legion 
State: 6/25- 6/27 
Charleston, SC 
National: 8/21 - 8/27 
Chicago, IL 

AMVETS 
State: 6/13- 6/14 
Columbia, SC 
National: 8/22 - 8/29 
Orlando, FL 

Disabled American Veterans 
State: 5/14-5/17 
Columbia, SC 
National: 8/1 - 8/6 
Reno, NV 

American Ex-POW's 
State: 10/8- 10/11 
Florence, SC 
National: 9/23-9/26 
Evansville, IN 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
State: 6/19- 6/21 
Columbia, SC 
National: 8/14- 8/21 
Indianapolis, IN 

SPECIAL FORCES TRIBUTE 

A South Carolina Tribute to Special Forces will 
take place on May 15 and 16 at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel in Columbia. Registration starts 
at 12 noon on Friday, and activities are sched
uled for both afternoons and evenings. For 
more information, contact the Chapter Presi
dent, Tom Price at 787-3745. 

SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN 

April1, 1992 marked the beginning of a 1 year 
open enrollment period and the implementa
tion of a new Supplemental Survivor Benefit 
Plan. Information about both changes and an 
election form have been mailed to every mili
tary retiree. In the event a military retiree has 
not received this information, they should con
tact their Retired Pay Activity as the cutoff date 
for submission of any changes is March 31, 
1993. 

RESTORATION OF BENEFITS TO 
INCOMPETENT VETS 

The U.S District Court for the Southern District 
of New York granted a request for a prelimi
nary injunction which requires the U.S. De
partment of Veterans Affairs to suspend im
mediately all efforts to discontinue compensa
tion benefits to certain mentally incompetent 
service connected disabled veterans. 

At the time of the lawsuit brought by the Dis
abled American Veterans, there were approxi
mately 37,000 mentally incompetent veterans 
at risk of having their compensation payments 
suspended. It was successfully argued be
fore the Court that 38 USC 5505 was unconsti
tutional because "it treats mentally incompe
tent disabled veterans differently than similarly 
situated competent veterans. Approximately 
13,500 service connected incompetent veter
ans have had their payments suspended. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit has denied a motion by the govern
ment to stay the preliminary injunction. In the 
absence of a final appeal by the government to 
the U.S. Supreme Court or other VA resis
tance, the affected class of incompetent veter
ans could, for the first time since April 1991, 
begin receiving their benefit checks from the 
VA. Compensation benefits already discon
tinued will be restored effective 2/1/92. The 
monetary benefits which have already been 
withheld will continue to be held pending the 
outcome of the appeal by the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

NEW CVAO APPOINTED 

Effective January 29, 1992, Mr. Theodore L. 
Maxwell assumed the duties of the Florence 
County Veterans Affairs Officer. All of us in 
veterans work wish him well in this new en
deavor. 

* * * * * 
If you DO NOT desire to continue to 
receive the Newsletter, please notifv 
this Agency by letter or telephone 734'-
0200. 

* * * * * 

This publication was printed at a total cost of $69.00 (300 copies 

@ 23 cents per copy). 



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

The following bill has passed both House and Senate 
and is enrolled for ratification: 

S.616& H.3492 General Bill byR.LHelmly, T.L. 
Moore. A Bill to amend Section 50-9-820, Code 
of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to the 
issuance of hunting and fishing licenses to 
permanently and totally disabled veterans, so 
as to authorize the U.S. Department of Veter
ans Affairs, the South Carolina Department of 
Veterans Affairs, or a County Veteran Affairs 
Officer to issue an identification card to these 
veterans to be used as a hunting and fishing 
license. 

The following Concurrent Resolution was passed: 

S.1133 Concurrent Resolution, by N. G. Setzler. 
A Concurrent Resolution memorializing Con
gress and the Secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs to oppose and prevent any 
attempt to allow non-veterans the use of VA 
Medical Facilities. 

The followiog. Bills have received action as follows to 
date: 

S.618 & H.3490 General Bill by R.L. Helmly, 
T.L. Moore. A Bill to amend Section 25-11-40, 
Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating 
to the appointment and removal of a County 
Veteran Affairs Officer, so as to increase the 
term of office from two to four years. 
It was amended and passed by the house on 1 1 
30/92 and sent to the Semite where it was 
referred to the General Committee on 2/4/92. 

S.98 General Bill byT.H. Pope, A.G. Wilson. A 
Bill to amend Section 12-37-220, as amended, 
Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating 
to property tax exemptions, so as to extend the 
exemption for the personal vehicle of certain 
disabled veterans to their surviving spouses 
until the remarriage of the spouse. Passed out 
favorably by the Senate Finance Committee on 
1/29/92 and sent to the full House Committee 
on Agriculture, Natural Resources and Envi
ronmental Affairs where a financial impact state
ment was requested to be done. 

H.4239 A Bill to amend Section 25-11-20, Code 
of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to the 
appointment of the Director of the South Caro
lina Department of Veterans Affairs, so as to 
allow the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Dis-

abled American Veterans, along with the The 
American Legion to make a recommendation 
to the Governor for a Director. It was amended 
in the 3M Committee to include all nationally 
chartered veteran service organizations regis
tered with the S.C. Secretary of State. Will pass 
on to the Full Committee on Municipal, Medical 
and Military. 

S.868 General Bill, by S.K. Giese, J.E. Bryan, 
C.T. Hinson, J.E. Courson, J.E. Land, I.E. Lourie, 
J.Y. McGill, K. Patterson, T.H .. Pope, M.T. Rose, 
D.L. Thomas, A.G. Wilson, M. Washington. To 
amend Section 59-111-20, Code of Laws of 
South Carolina, 1976, relating to free tuition for 
certain veterans children, so as to revise the 
eligibility requirement pertaining to a veteran's 
required period of residency in this state from 
18 years to 1 year. Passed the Senate and 
referred to the House on 5/16/91 where it was 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 
. That Committee is studying the Fiscal Impact. 

S.1349 General Bill by Senator Rose. It is the 
sameasS.868except the added word "spouse" 
before "and children". It was referred to the 
Committee on Education on 3/3/92. 

ACCESS GROUP 

Do you know a child of a Vietnam veteran who 
needs a wheelchair, adapted toys, a device to 
speak for them, a computer or changes in their 
home? If you do, the ACCESS GROUP can 
help. The Access Group is funded by the 
Agent Orange Class Assistance Program and 
is sponsored by the United Cerebral Palsy 
Associations, Inc. For information, call 1-
(404) 888-0505 (Voice or TT), or 1-(800) 821-
8580. 

USS CUSTER REUNION 

A reunion of the USS Custer APA 40 01'JWII) will 
be held in Portland, Oregon, September 3-5. 
For more information, contact Clyde L. 
Thommen, 6342 Walina Court SE, Salem, OR 
97301, or (503) 749-2708. 

THOUGHT FOR APRIL 

April's the month when the green returns to 
the lawn, lilac's and the Internal Revenue Ser
vice. 



WHAT IS A VETERAN 
by William Gerardino 

He is a crusty old or young soft-hearted American who cursed the day he was born, he cursed the first time he 
experienced that feared "taste of brass" while he was under fire or on patrol. 

He is a person who clutched at hard rock mother earth as he dug in and held his position. He returned fire towards 
the enemy. 

He is a fellow who held foreign children and fed stray dogs his rations. He gave his candy bar away and wished he 
could be with his kids he remembered lately from family pictures. 

He remembers the shattering explosion of mortars and he knows the meaning "it's the one you don't hear" that you 
have to worl}' about. 

A Veteran remembers the shattered villages of Asian and European continents where some could or could not be 
trusted. He remembers how he depended on his squad ... how some made it home and some didn't. 

He walked the distance of a peninsula or a count!}' where his sergeant told him it's kill or be killed. 

He remembers those who hesitated and the price some of them paid for their momenta!}' decision. 

He's a man who clutched his friend praying to God ... Don't take him ... he's too young ... please. 

He's the guy who said, somebody's gotta do it ... why me or why the hell not. 

A Veteran was taught to expect little and got exactly that while fighting or after returning home. 

More recently a Veteran is a person who fought for a little recognition ... got it ... and still tries to forget his memories. 

A Veteran is one who tries to forget while he is slowly being forgotten. 

But what the hell, that's life isn't it? 
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