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"From the Director's Desk" 
At long last, the dream of a new state veterans nursing home has come to 

fruition. On Wednesday, November 14, 1990, the Richard Michael Campbell State 
Veterans Nursing Home, located near Anderson, South Carolina, was officially 
dedicated. Numerous dignitaries were on hand for the dedication, including Senator 
Strom Thurmond who gave the keynote address; Senator Fritz Hollings, a long time 
veterans advocate; and Governor Carroll A. Campbell Jr., who along with many 
members of the Campbell family, were there to honor the memory of Sgt. Richard 
"Mike" Campbell, who gave the supreme sacrifice in Vietnam defending the principles of 
freedom and democracy. -

On a brisk, beautiful fall afternoon, some 500 plus people gathered to pay tribute 
to a gallant young Army Sergeant in whose honor this magnificent structure is named. 
At the close of the ceremonies, Senator Thurmond presented Sgt. Campbell's father, 
Carroll A. Campbell Sr. with a cased American Flag in commemoration of the event. 

The nursing home, when fully operational, will provide nursing care for 220 South 
Carolina veterans. The facility will be opened in stages once the dispute concerning the 
award of the contract is cleared up. Over 170 veterans have been identified so far as 
having initial eligibility and have been placed on a waiting list. These veterans will 
receive a medical screening to determine if the facility can meet their needs once the 
contract has been awarded and steps taken to actually staff, equip and open the nursing 
home. 
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fJ1ie fiJirector aru£ tfie staff of tfie 
Soutli Carofina 1Jepartment of Veterans 5'./fairs 
·wisli you aru£ your families a Merry Cliristmas 

amf a !ieaftliy ana prosperous :J.f!w Year. 



CONGRESS AXES SOME VETERAN BENEFITS 

In order to save some 621 million dollars in this year's budget, Congress passed 
and sent to the President a Budget Reconciliation Act which will affect the compensation 
and pension programs administered by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The 
following changes were effective November 1, 1990. 

No longer will veterans be presumed to be permanently and total disabled upon 
reaching age 65. Rating board action will now be required on all claims for non-service 
connected disability pension. 

Remarried surviving spouses and children will now be barred from receiving VA 
benefits when the remarriage terminates by death or divorce. Those already on the rolls 
will be grandfathered. 

For veterans who die on or after November 1, 1990, the $87 reimbursement 
allowance for a non-government headstone or marker is eliminated. The eligibility for the 
$150 plot allowance is also changed. Except for veterans who are buried in a State 
veterans cemetery or who die in a VA facility, the plot allowance may only be paid if the 
veterans qualifies for the basic burial allowance. 

No benefits will be paid for and disability which is a secondary effect of willful 
misconduct or abuse of drugs or alcohol. An Administrative Decision will be required in 
these cases. Beneficiaries already receiving payments for such conditions are 
grandfathered. 

Compensation and Pension benefits will be denied or terminated for anyone who 
refuses to provide his or her Social Security number. 

Veterans rated less than thirty(30) percent service connected will be required to 
pay a $2.00 co-payment for each 30 day or less supply of medication provided on an 
outpatient basis for the treatment of a non-service connected disability or condition. This 
provision is applicable through September 30, 1991. 

Increase the loan funding fee for all VA guaranteed home loans, through Sept. 30, 
1991, by 0.625 percent. 

The above changes are by no means all inclusive, but are the major changes in the 
C&P areas. 

* * * * * 

NEEDED -WITNESSES TO WWII CONCENTRATION CAMPS 

If you were in or know of someone in a unit in Europe during World War II in 1945, 
who took or liberated a concentration camp of the Nazis and witnessed the horrors, 
please contact the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, C/0 C.J. Hipp, 116 
Janeway, Greenwood, SC 29649. 

* * * * * 
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The 101st Congress adjourned without approving a 1991 cost-of-living increase 
in compensation benefits paid to more than two million service-disabled veterans. The 
increase is expected to be one of the first orders of business when the 1 02d Congress 
convenes in January. 

House Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman Sonny Montgomery and the 
Committee's Ranking Minority Member Bob Stump attempted to bring a "clean" 5.4 
percent COLA bill to the House floor in the waning hours of the Congress. 
Consideration of the bill would have required unanimous consent of the House members 
present, but it was effectively killed by the verbal objections of one Congressman from 
New York. The Congressman objected on the grounds that it did not contain provisions 
calling for yet another scientific review of an Agent Orangejcancer connection. 
Ironically, the Montgomery-Stump COLA bill also would have extended Agent Orange 
veterans entitlement to VA hospital care, which will now expire on December 31, 1990. 

Montgomery and Stump vowed to "come back bright and early next year" to get 
the COLA approved and make it retroactive to January 1, 1991. 

* * * * * 

$$$$$PENSION AND PARENTS DIC COLA$$$$$ 

The COLA increases for pension and parents DIC recipients are tied to the 
5.4 percent increase in Social Security benefits and will be effective December 1, 1990. 

* * * * * 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION RESTRICTION 

Effective November 1, 1990, applications for Vocational Rehabilitation(Chap. 31) 
training will be limited to veterans with a service connected disability rated at twenty(20) 
percent or more. Previously, a rating of ten(10) percent was sufficient to be eligible. 
Those veterans already found to be eligible under the old criteria are grandfathered. 

* * * * * 
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Beneficiary travel payments which were previously suspended by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs have been reinstated retroactively to October 1, 1990. 
Beneficiary travel payments cover the cost of travel expenses to or from a OVA facility or 
other place for the purpose of examination, treatment or care. 

* * * * * 



EDITOR'S NOTE 

As this issue of the Palmetto Vets Gazette goes to press, American 
service men and women are again deployed to a potentially hostile area. It 
seems like only yesterday that it was Vietnam, now it's the Persian Gulf. 
The build-up in the Middle East has meant many citizen soldiers as well as 
active duty military have had to leave their families and loved ones behind 
to stand up against what President Bush has called "naked aggression". 
They are indeed the "Best of the Best". They deserve our support, respect, 
admiration and most of all, our prayers for a speedy solution to the crisis. 
Fly Old Glory, display a yellow ribbon, let our soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines know that we are behind them 100 percent. With the holiday 
season upon us, it is not only fitting but incumbent upon all Americans to 
pause and give thanks for the sacrifices these young people are making on 
our behalf. In his inaugural address in 1961, President John F. Kennedy 
said, 

"Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and 
foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation 
of Americans - born in this century, tempered by war, 
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient 
heritage - and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing 
of those human rights to which this nation has always been 
committed, and to which we are committed at home and 
around the world." 

* * * * * 
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