
CHOOSE YOUR VEGGIES
Everyone can benefit from eating more vegetables. 
Vegetables are full of vitamins and minerals. Find 
ways to add vegetables to most meals and snacks 
to help your family get the nutrition they need. 
Serve different types of vegetables like: 

 • Dark green—broccoli, spinach, and
dark-green leafy lettuces

 • Red and orange—red peppers and
tomatoes; carrots and sweet potatoes

 • Others—beans, peas, green beans, cauliflower,
zucchini, squash, corn, and green peas

Adults and children who need 2,000 calories daily 
should eat about 2½ cups of vegetables each day. 
For 1 day, 2½ cups of vegetables might include:

 • 1 cup of cooked green beans (counts as 1 cup)

 • 1 cup of raw spinach (counts as ½ cup)

 • One medium, baked sweet potato
(counts as 1 cup)

TIPS TO CHOOSE VEGGIES EVERY DAY
Buy vegetables that can help you save money and 
time. Frozen and low-sodium canned vegetables 
often cost less than fresh and can save time in the 
kitchen—no washing, slicing, or chopping. 

Choose fresh vegetables when they are in season 
or grow your own. When you purchase in season, 
vegetables are at the peak of flavor and usually cost 
less. You can also grow your own vegetables such 
as tomatoes, peas, and squash. If you receive SNAP, 
you can use your benefits to purchase seeds. 

Set an example for your kids. Make half your plate 
vegetables and fruits at meal time. Serve veggies 
as part of your child’s meal. Offer carrot sticks or 
cucumber slices as a snack.

Spice up your vegetables with herbs and seasoning. 
Cook vegetables like sliced zucchini, carrots, and 
onions with your favorite herbs or add a store brand 
seasoning for flavor. Store brand herbs and spices 
may cost less than name brand choices. 

Serve vegetables in ways that your family will enjoy. 
Try a baked sweet potato or roasted squash. Mix 
broccoli and carrots with brown rice for a side dish. 
Place slices of tomato and lettuce in sandwiches. Add 
frozen vegetables to low-sodium soups. 

Keep sliced vegetables in the fridge. Place sliced bell 
peppers, cauliflower, carrots, and celery in air-tight 
containers and store them in your refrigerator. For a 
quick meal, mix whole-wheat pasta with sliced and 
steamed bell peppers, carrots, and chickpeas.

BUDGET-FRIENDLY TIP

HANDOUT:  
VEGETABLES AND FRUITS—SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
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To find the right amount of vegetables for members of your family,  
visit http://choosemyplate.gov/supertracker-tools/daily-food-plans.html or SuperTracker.usda.gov.
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