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Personal Income - Personal income is the current income received by persons from all sources net 
of contributions for social insurance. Not only individuals (including owners of unincorporated 
enterprises), but non-profit institutions, private trust funds, and private health and welfare 
funds are classed as "persons." Personal income includes transfers (payments not resulting from 
current production) from government and business such as social security benefits, military 
pensions, etc., but excludes transfers among persons. Although most of the income is in monetary 
form, there are important nonmonetary inclusions - chiefly, estimated net rental value to owner
occupants of their homes the value of services furnished without payment by financial 
intermediaries, and the value of food consumed on farms. 



Disposable Personal Income - Is measured as personal income less personal tax and nontax payments. 
Personal taxes include individual income taxes (net of refunds), estate and gift taxes, and 
personal property taxes. (As noted, personal contributions for social security, government 
retirement, and other social insurance programs are deducted in deriving total personal income). 
Nontaxes include passport fees, fines and penalties, donations, and tuitions and fees paid to 
schools and hospitals operated mainly by government. Nontaxes generally exclude purchases by 
persons from government of goods and services that are similar to goods and services purchased by 
persons from business. 

Per Capita Personal Income - Personal income divided by population showing the estimated personal 
income for each resident. 

Poverty - Unless otherwise specified, poverty statistics represent measures of money income and 
are based on a "poverty index" first developed by the Social Security Administration (SSA) in 1964 
and subsequently modified by a Federal Interagency Committee in 1969. At the core of this index 
is a nutritionally adequate food plan ("economy" plan) designed by the Department of Agriculture 
for "emergency or temporary use when funds are low." This index provides a range of income 
cutoffs or "poverty income thresholds" adjusted by such factors as family size, sex and age of the 
family head, number of children under age 18, and farm -nonfarm residence. The poverty thres
holds are updated every year to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). As an example, 
the poverty threshold for a family of four with two related children under 18 was $7,356 in 1979. 

There are three sources of income: 
1. Government - income from governmental wages, salaries, pensions and unemployment 

benefits. 
2. Farm - income of proprietors, tenants and employees from operation of privately owned 

farms. 
3. Private nonfarm - all personal income other than government and farm. 

The Bureau of the Census has found inconsistencies in the income data contained in Summary Tape 
File (STF) 3. It appears that a small number of questionnaires were incorrectly coded, resulting 
in an overstatement of income. Mean income, per capita income, and aggregate income are most 
noticeably affected. 

Per Capita - The dollar amount by which the per capita income was corrected downward (this is 
always a negative correction). South Carolina - $78; Anderson- $166; Barnwell - $30; Charleston 
- $83; Chester - $34; Dorchester - $135; Greenville - $79; Hampton - $125; Kershaw - $32; 
Lancaster- $488; Laurens - $115; Lexington- $208; Oconee - $44; Pickens $347; Richland - $56; 
Spartanburg - $152; Union - $90; York - $208. 

Inflation - Defined as persistent upward movement in the level of prices, resulting in a decline 
of purchasing power. Inflation can occur when the demand for goods and services exceeds the 
supply of the goods and services, or when there is an increase in the amount of money in 
circulation, resulting in a fall in is value and a rise in prices. 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) - The rate of inflation is generally measured by the change in the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) expressed as a percentage. The CPI measures the price change of a 
constant market basket of goods and services over time. During periods of rising prices, the CPI 
is an index of inflation. The CPI is also used as deflator of other economic series (to adjust 
these series into inflation-free dollars) and as an escalator of income payments (such as Social 
Security payments or wage rates in collective bargaining contracts). 

Number of Establishments 
counting each distinctly 
company records permit. 

- is the total number of locations at which each company 
different line of activity at each location separately, 

has plants, 
insofar as 

Firm - a business unit in manufacturing, mining or electric, gas, and sanitary services. If a 
company has serveral plant locations in the state or county, then each location is considered a 
firm. Employment in a firm may range from zero for the self-employed to several thousand workers. 

Total Capital Invested - Actual investment in the firm since the start 
operations, less depreciation. This covers plant, real estate, machinery and 
and fixtures, delivery equipment, and any rent paid for buildings, machinery, 

of construction or 
equipment, furniture 
etc. 

New Capital Invested- Investment, less depreciation, in the firm for the fiscal year surveyed 
only. New capital invested will be included in total capital invested. 

Production Employees - Includes working foremen, and all non supervisory workers (including 
leadmen and trainees) engaged in fabrication, processing, assembling, inspecting, rece~v~ng, 

storage handling, packing, janitorial, watchman services, warehouse shipping, trucking and 
recordkeeping and other services closely associated with the above production operations. 

Value of Products Manufactured - Dollar value of all manufactured or processed products produced 
during the fiscal year surveyed. This value is determined by totaling the number of units made or 
processed and multiplying by the selling price per unit. Also defined as the gross sales of all 
such manufactured or processed products including value of products in warehouses or unsold. 
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PERCENT OF TAXABLE STATE INCOME TAX RETURNS BY ADJUSTED GROSS INCOMES 
WITH COUNTY RANKINGS IN 1983 

LESS THAN $8,000 TO $13,000 TO $25,000 
$8,000 $12,999 $24,999 AND OVER 

County Percent Rank Percent Rank Percent Rank Percent Rank 

Abbeville 30.7 27 26.0 26 34.4 6 8.9 29 
Aiken 26.0 46 21.7 44 31.2 17 21.1 1 
Allendale 33.7 15 28.1 19 27.8 34 10.4 18 
Anderson 30.3 29 25.8 28 33.7 7 10.2 19 
Bamberg 36.9 6 29.0 15 25.3 40 8.8 30 

Barnwell 31.7 24 26.1 25 27.3 36 14.8 10 
Beaufort 31.4 25 23.5 38 28.3 31 16.7 5 
Berkeley 30.1 30 20.5 45 30.8 19 18.6 3 
Calhoun 34.0 13 27.3 22 28.6 30 10.1 21 
Charleston 30.4 28 22.1 43 29.3 24 18.1 4 

Cherokee 29.5 37 25.9 27 36.1 1 8.4 33 
Chester 28.0 42 31.0 6 33.4 9 7.6 35 
Chesterfield 31. 8 23 31.1 5 30.0 21 7.1 39 
Clarendon 38.4 3 30.6 8 24.8 41 6.2 42 
Colleton 36.2 9 25.7 31 28.8 29 9.3 26 

Darlington 32.3 20 24.1 37 30.0 21 13.6 14 
Dillon 36.5 8 30.2 11 27.1 37 6.2 42 
Dorchester 29.6 35 20.2 46 29.0 26 21.1 1 
Edgefield 29.7 32 32.4 3 29.2 25 8.7 31 
Fairfield 32.5 19 33.3 1 27.5 35 6.7 40 

Florence 33.2 18 25.0 33 28.9 27 12.9 15 
Georgetown 37.6 4 23.1 40 24.2 43 15. 1 8 
Greenville 29.7 32 23.5 38 32.1 13 14.7 11 
Greenwood 28.8 39 25.8 28 35.2 4 10.2 19 
Hampton 36.7 7 24.6 34 24.6 42 14.0 12 

Harry 39.8 2 26.5 24 24.1 44 9.6 24 
Jasper 40.4 1 27.8 20 23.3 46 8.5 32 
Kershaw 30.1 30 24.4 36 31.8 14 13.7 13 
Lancaster 26.4 45 28.6 17 35.6 2 9.4 25 
Laurens 28.3 41 29.0 15 35.3 3 7.4 37 

Lee 33.5 16 28.6 17 28.9 27 9.1 28 
Lexington 27.6 44 23.0 41 33.6 8 15.8 7 
McCormick 33.3 17 32.4 3 28.2 33 6.2 42 
Marion 37.5 5 30.8 7 24.1 44 7.6 35 
Marlboro 34.4 11 33.2 2 26.8 38 5.6 46 

Newberry 29.7 32 29.6 13 32.7 12 8.1 34 
Oconee 32.1 21 27.0 23 30.9 18 9.9 22 
Orangeburg 34.2 12 27.8 20 28.3 31 9.7 23 
Pickens 29.6 35 25.8 28 33.2 11 11. 3 17 
Richland 28.0 42 24.5 35 31.5 15 15.9 6 

Saluda 33.8 14 29.4 14 30.4 20 6.4 41 
Spartanburg 28.7 40 25.1 32 34.9 5 11.4 16 
Sumter 31.4 25 29.9 12 29.6 23 9.2 27 
Union 32.0 22 30.5 9 31.5 15 6.0 45 
Williamsburg 35.6 10 30.3 10 26.7 39 7.4 37 
York 29.0 38 22.8 42 33.3 10 14.9 9 

STATE TOTAL 30.6 25.2 31.1 13. 1 
County Median 31.8 26.8 29.5 9.6 

Source: South Carolina Department of Education, Rankings of the Counties and 
School Districts of South Carolina 1983-84; citing calculatio~prepared from 
~Statistical ~eport" tabulations supplied by the South Carolina Tax 
Commission for the taxable year 1983. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































