


The Savannah Lakes Region of South Carolina 

is an area of unlimited possibilities. It is a place 

rich in natural splendor and local heritage. And 

a place with endless opportunities for personal 

or corporate development. 

It offers an environment where thousands 

of acres of forest and fresh waters insulate you 

from the hectic pace outside the Region. Yet 

tucked away is a land of great progress, with a 

promising future for the Region and the State. 

With its beautiful lakes and four-season 

climate, the Region provides an abundance of 

outdoor recreational opportunities, such as 

golf, hunting, fishing, tennis, boating, camping 

and hiking, and spectator sports. 

The Region serves as a wildlife preserve 

for a diversity of plant and animal types, includ-

ing some endangered species. 

Small towns are sprinkled throughout the 

pine forest countryside, providing colleges, 

universities, medical facilities and numerous 
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cultural activities. The Re~on is convenient 
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to major markets and attractions, with only a 

short drive to the primary business centers in 

the Carolinas and Georgia. 

The Savannah Lakes Region is one of the 

most beautiful areas of the country. But apart 

from its obvious charm are the many qualities 

that make it ideal for growth and development. 

It embodies the natural, recreational, and cui-

tura1 resources that make it an ideal setting 

for progress and growth. Without a doubt, the 

Savannah Lakes Region is a land of unlimited 

opportunity. 



ALand 
Of Vision 
Throughout the Savannah Lakes Region, local, 
state, and federal agencies are joining with private 
organizations and the public to improve the future 
of the Region. This unique sense of unity among 
private and public groups has strengthened the 
Qromotional efforts of this area and has placed the 
Savannah Lakes Region on the cutting edge of 
economic development. 

One of the many building blocks that 
enhance the economic climate in the Savannah 
Lakes Region is the development of Savannah 
Lakes Village, a planned community on 
Thunnond Lake. The master plan includes 5,100 
homesites; a championship golf course; a club
house; a hotel; a recreational facility including 
tennis courts and swimming pool; a marina and 
boat ramps; a small commercial center; and an 
emergency-care facility. Construction of a nursing 
home near the village began in May 1988 and is 
scheduled for completion in January 1989. 

Savannah Lakes Village will act as a model 
for future developments, including one planned 
for the Lake Russell area. Great care is being 
taken to ensure that the developments are com
patible with their natural surroundings and that 
the beauty and environmental quality of the area 
are protected. 

Savannah Lakes Village and related projects 
will have a tremendous impact on the Region, 
bringing new people, expanding the tax base, and 
creating thousands of service jobs. Equal! y impor
tant to the Region's development is the coordm
ated promotion of the area's history, culture, and 
natural beauty. Thanks to the dedication and hard 
work of many people, the Savannah Lakes Region 
is a land of vision with a prosperous future. 



ALand 
Of Prontise 

The Savannah Valley Authority's* coordination 
of economic development activities helps ensure 
that the Savannah Lakes Region is a land of 
promise. In 1971, the South Carolina General 
Assembly directed the Authority "to encourage, 
assist, promote and cooperate in the develop
ment" of this Region. 

The Authority has brought about many posi
tive changes in the Region's economic develop
ment, including the purchase of 3,159 acres of 
timberland on J. Strom Thurmond (formerly 
Clarks Hill) Lake from the federal government. 

The Thurmond Lake property will be devel
oped by a major private community developer. 
The planned community, called Savannah Lakes 
Village, will include some 5,100 homesites, a 
championship gulf course and clubhouse, hotel, 
marina, recreational center, small commercial 
area, nursing home, and emergency-care facility. 
As plans are formulated, the Authority is working 
closely with the developer to ensure preservation 
of the natural beauty of the area. The Authority 
is planning for a similar controlled development 
project in the Richard B. Russell Lake area. 

The coordination of beautification and 
development efforts along the Savannah River 
Scenic Hi~hway is another example of the 
Authority s involvement in promoting the Region. 
The Scenic Highway serves as the "Main Street" 
of the Savannah Lakes Region, connecting the 
history and culture of various towns and counties 
and making them more accessible to tourists, 
travelers, and new businesses. 

The Authority's role in economic 
development encompasses developing water
front property, coordinating plans for the area's 
infrastructure, promoting the Region's history 
and culture, enhancing local busmess oppor
tunities, and much more. By taking advantage 
of existing resources, the Authority strives to 
create a sense of unity among the communities 
in the Region so that all can work together to 
fulfill the potential of this land of promise. 
*formerly Clarks Hill-Russell Authority 



ALand 
Of Outdoor 
Pleasures 
The Savannah Lakes Region is an outdoor 
paradise, with six state parks, a national forest, 
three major lakes, and eight public golf courses, 
providing fun and relaxation for guests and 
residents alike. 

The]. Strom Thurmond (formerly Clarks 
Hill) Lake and Dam is the largest U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers project east of the Mississippi River, 
and one of the ten most visited Corps lakes in the 
country. Completed in 1954, Thurmond Lake 
covers 70,000 acres and is bordered by three 
South Carolina state parks. 

The Richard B. Russell Lake is South 
Carolina's newest recreational lake. Completed 
in 1985, the Russell Lake and Dam provide 
26,650 acres of water for recreation and sport. A 
rmblic overlook located near the town of Calhoun 
Falls gives visitors a panoramic view of the 
Russell Dam and the upper Savannah River. Four 
state parks, lake access areas, and a historic farm 
will be included in the Lake Russell facilities. 

Hartwell Lake has 56,000 acres of water, 
with four marinas, three state parks, and 68 other 
use areas. The Hartwell Dam, completed in 1963, 
spans 18,000 feet across the Savannah River. 

The Savannah Lakes are a fisherman's 
haven for white, striped, hybrid, and large-mouth 
bass, as well as crappie and bluegill. Boating, 
water skiing, and sWimming are favorite pastimes 
at the lakes. 

Sumter National Forest's 75,000 acres pro
vide additional outdoor fun. Campgrounds, rifle 
ranges, hiking trails, motorcycle trails, and 
horseback-riding trails are available in recreation 
areas. 

Expert wildlife management has ensured 
fine hunting in the Region. Well-known for its 
deer and turkey hunting, the Region also has an 
abundance of quail, dove, and other small game. 

The serenity and beauty of the woods and 
water and the numerous recreational oppor
tunities make the Savannah Lakes Region a land 
of many outdoor pleasures. 



ALand 
For All Seasons 
The Savannah Lakes Region is an outdoor-lover's 
delight, with a temperate climate and four distinct 
seasons. Lake lovers enjoy a full range of water 
activities, including boating, swimming, skiing 
and fishing, not only in the summer, but 
year-round. 

The average yearly temperatures range in 
the 50's in the fall, the mid-40's in the winter, the 
60's in the spring, and high 70's to 80's in the 
summer. 

Located along the western border of South 
Carolina, the Savannah Lakes Region is sur
rounded by three major interstate highways: I-85, 
I-20, and I-26. Abbeville, located approximately 
in the heart of the Region, is a one-hour drive 
from the metropolitan areas of Greenville/ 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, and Augusta, 
Georgia; a two-hour drive from Columbia, South 
Carolina, and a three-hour drive from Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Charlotte, North Carolina. The Blue 
Ridge Mountains of North Carolina and the 
coastal resort areas of South Carolina are both 
just a few hours' drive away. 

Quaint towns are sprinkled throughout the 
Region, offering numerous opportunities for 
shopping, dining, and lodging. Each town and 
county has its own bit of history and culture to 
share, from historical homes and churches lo 
special festivals and celebrations. Art, music, and 
theatre are well-represented through exhibits and 
performances sponsored by local cultural organi
zations and colleges. 

Rural, yet easily accessible to big cities, the 
Savannah Lakes Region is a place to be treasured. 
Its temperate clin1ate, unspoiled surroundings, 
and historical and cultural offerings make the 
Savannah Lakes Region a land for all seasons. 



ALand 
Rich In Heritage 
And Culture 
The history of the Savannah Lakes Region dates 
back to the days of the Cherokee and Catawba 
Indians. The first European settlements began 
here in the mid-1700s with the Scotch-Irish, 
French Huguenots, and German Palatines. 

Settlers of the Region were prominent in the 
American Revolution and the Civil War. Several 
Revolutionary War battles occurred near the town 
of Ninety Six and Star Fort. After one of the first 
documents advocating South Carolina's seces
sion from the Union was pr~sented in Abbeville in 
1860, the city became known as the "Birthplace of 
the Confederacy." 

Many of the Region's towns and citie have 
historical significance. During the 1850s, 
McConTJick was a gold-mining center, producing 
more than $1,000,000 in gold. Anderson is known 
as the "Electric City" because it was the first city 
in the world to have a continuous supply of electri
city. Greenwood, once a hub for five railroad 
companies, is now the home of the Railroad 
Historical Center. 

There are numerous historical homes, 
churches, and other buildings in the Region. 
Visitors can have a taste of history by staying in 
one of the quaint hotels or bed-and-breakfast 
inns, or by browsing through the many fine 
antique shops. 

Each spring and summer, communities 
celebrate their history and culture with local 
festivals. Youn~ and old join together to cele
brate McCormick's Gold Rush Days, Green
wood's Festival of Flowers, Abbeville's Sp_ring 
Festival, the Pendleton Jubilee, Calhoun Falls' 
Spring in the Falls Festival, the Williamston 
Spring Water Festival, the Iva Summer Games, 
Anderson's Summer Soiree, and many others. 

The Region is alive with visual and perform
ing arts. Local organizations and colleges sponsor 
exhibits and performances throughout the year. 
One of many special attractions is the restored 
1908 Abbeville Opera House, which presents live 
theatre ranging from dramas to musicals. 

Whether refreshing your history, watching 
an award-winning play, or celebrating at a town 
festival, there is no doubt that the Savannah Lakes 
Region is a land rich in heritage and culture. 



ALand 
Of Natural 
Beauty 
The natural beauty of the Savannah Lakes 
Region can easily be experienced by traveliflg 
along the Savannah River Scenic Highway. The 
highway serves as the "Main Street" of the 
Region, providing access to its towns, lakes, 
parks, and special attractions. 

The Savannah River Scenic Highway runs 
parallel to the Savannah River and close to the 
shores of Lake Hartwell, Lake Russell, and Lake 
Thunnond. Travelers drive through four counties. 

In Oconee County, travelers pass through the 
communities of Oakway and Tokeena. A side trip 
leads to the famed apple country near 
Westminster. 

In Anderson County, travelers pass near the 
popular parks around Lake Hartwell. Close to the 
route is Pendleton, founded in 1790 and listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. In the 
city of Anderson, travelers will find numerous 
hotels, shopping centers, and restaurants. Iva and 
Starr are two quaint towns also found along the 
route. 

In Abbeville County, visitors travel through 
Lowndesville and Calhoun Falls. Attractions at 
nearby Lake Russell include the Russell Dam, 
Powerhouse, and Museum, and a public overlook 
which provides a spectacular view of Russell 
Dam and the upper Savannah River. 

Travelers may take a short side trip to 
Abbeville, a delightful historic town with a 
restored town square lined with shops, res
taurants, and a tum-of-the-century hotel. The 
Abbeville Opera House, built in 1908, still 
presents live theatre. 

In McCormick County, the scenic highway 
takes travelers through Mount Carmel, a charm
ing village dating back to the 19th century, 
and McCormick, named for inventor Cyrus 
McCormick. Other towns along the route are 
Plum Branch and Parksville. Nearby is the 
beautiful Hickory Knob State Resort Park located 
on Lake Thunnond, with resort facilities includ
ing a championship golf course, lodging, and 
restaurant. Savannah Lakes Village, a resort 
community, is currently being developed on 
Lake Thunnond. 

From the enchanting towns to the pictures
gue lakes to the elegant pine forests, the Savannah 
River Scenic Highway leads travelers to explore a 
land of natural beauty. 



ALand 
Of Diverse 
Resources 
No one would dispute that the Savannah Lakes 
Region is a land rich in the beauty of its natural 
resources, but the Region is also rich in other 
diverse resources that have suppmted its 
development. 

There are numerous educational resources 
in and around the Region, such as Anderson 
College, Lander College, Erskine College, Pied
mont Technical Colle~, Tri-County Technical 
College, Clemson Uruversity, and the University 
of South Carolina in Aiken. 

The Region has fine medical resources, such 
as Anderson Memorial Hospital, Abbeville 
County Memorial Hospital, Greenwood's Self 
Memorial Hospital, and three major medical 
complexes in nearby Augusta, Georgia. 

Basic shopping needs can be fulfilled in 
small-town stores and shops or at one of several 
major shopping malls. A shopping mall can be 
reached within thirty minutes from anywhere in 
the Region. 

In addition to its tangible resources, the 
Region has a special intangible one, the attitude of 
its people. Here in the small rural communities 
you11 find friendly people who know the meaning 
of true southern hospitality. They're proud of 
where they're from, and they enjoy sharing the 
history, heritage, and culture of the Region with 
others. The area's many festivals, historical 
tours, art shows, theatre productions, and other 
special events and pro~s provide excellent 
opportunities to expenence this pride and friend
liness firsthand. 

The Savannah Lakes Region is a memorable 
place to visit and a wonderful place to live. The 
Region's fine educational, medical and shopping 
facilities, and its friendly people make the 
Savannah Lakes Region a land of diverse 
resources which continue to help the Region 
grow and prosper. 



More About 
The Land of 
Unlimited 
Opportunity. .. 
If you would like more information about the 
Savannah Lakes Region and South Carolina, 
please check your interests, fill in your name 
and address, and send this sheet to: 

Savannah Valley Authority 
P.O. Drawer K 
McCormick, SC 29835 

D General Information about South Carolina 

D State Highway Map 

D Accommodations 

D Scenic Highways 

D Abbeville County 

D Anderson County 

D Greenwood County 

D McCormick County 

D Museums and Historical Attractions 

D Festivals and Special Events 

D Theatres and Art Galleries 

D Shopping and Antiques 

D Hartwell Dam and Lake 

D Strom Thurmond Dam and Lake 

D Richard B. Russell Dam and Lake 

D State Parks and National Forests 

D Water Sports 

D Hunting and Fishing 

D Golfing 

D Economic Development and Business 

Opportunities 

D Savannah Lakes Village 

D Medical Facilities 

D Liberal Arts Colleges 

D Technical Colleges 

NAME: ____________________ _ 

ADDRESS: ------------------
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