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Tommy's mother isn't unusual. Too many parents 
don't know what their children are thinking and doing. Then 
there are others who just don't care. A lot more are too 
involved with their own careers and social lives to spend 
enough time with their kids. They're usually the most sur
prised when their children get in trouble with the law. 

The sad fact is we're losing too many kids. too many 
lives. through simple lack of communication in the home. The 
problems and hassles of today's life preoccupy us to the detri~ 
ment of our relations with our children. And one of the prices 
we're paying is increasing crime. What's more. kids are get
ting into crime at younger ages than ever before. and they're 
committing more violent crimes. 

Some of these troubled kids can be helped; they can 
be turned around in time. But some will be lost. Some will be 
criminals for life. 

Do you really hear what your children are saying? Do 
you know who they are. who their friends are. what they do 
away from home? Do you help them believe .in themselves. 
give them enough love. and enough discipline?'When we 
start asking ourselves these questions. we start preventing 
delinquency. 







We tend to assume school today is the same as it 
was when we were young. It isn't 

More and more. we've asked the schools to assume 
greater responsibility for our children. As a result. the teachers 
and students of today face a whole new set of problems. 

Many children fail to see the relevance of school to 
their real world. They become bored and turned off. The end 
result is an ever-increasing problem with truants. drop-outs. 
and delinquents. 

The use of drugs and alcohol is frighteningly common. 
In many of our high schools there are kids who get high be
fore. during and after school - day after day. 

These kids, along with others who are purely disrup
tive. add greatly to the teacher's burden in maintaining 
discipline. Today, we're witnessing the shocking consequences 
of undisciplined children. The trend towards classroom disrup
tions. violence. and vandalism threatens not only the 
education of every child, but at times their very well-being. 
and that of their teachers. 

True. there are no easy solutions to the problems in 
our schools. But. it is certain our schools need help if there 
are to be any solutions. As parents we must be aware of our 
children's problems and progress in school. As citizens we 
need to be informed, concerned. and involved in our school 
systems. 

After all. our children spend about half their waking 
hours in school. We should make an effort to know what's 
going on. 



Runaways. Over one million children will run away 
from home this year. We all know they're a problem. but we 
might not know why they chose to run. 

The typical runaway. anywhere in the country. is a 14-
year-old girl from a middle class family. Further. more than 
50 percent of all runaways say they were physically or sexu
ally abused at home. In many cases. then. running away can 
be the healthiest thing they can do. 

Of course. some are simply in search of a more excit
ing life. away from the dullness of school. or a family that 
doesn't seem to notice their existence. 

Whatever the case. the runaway is in real danger. 
They're terribly vulnerable, even if they don't go to a big city, 
even if they're only a few miles from home. 

In many cases. with counseling and involvement of 
both sides. the child can return home to an improved family 
situation. If the home environment is intolerable, however, 
the child should be able to leave and find help within the 
community. before feeling compelled to hit the road. 

The community has an obligation to provide alterna
tives for runaways. Too many communities have only one- jail. 

Whether a child is running from something or to 
something, a runaway is a kid with problems. Problems only 
caring families and communities can solve. 
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Some trouble is for children only. 
Status offenses like truancy. running away, or incorri

gibility - things which wouldn't even be considered crimes 
with adults - can result in a kid getting locked up. Jailed; 
with real criminals. often dangerous ones. for companions. 

Courts and correctional institutions. which should be 
the very last resort in dealing with these kinds of problems. 
are in fact being used as convenient early intervention steps. 
Too many family. school and social problems. the so-called 
status offenses. are being brought into the juvenile justice 
system. And the price we pay for this convenience is devas
tating. Our courts are over-worked. Judges are too often 
called upon to do that which is really a responsibility of the 
rest of us in the community. Kids who have not committed a 
crime find that our system of justice has to deal with them 
the same as it deals with criminal offenders. 

Most status offenders don't go on to a life of crime. 
But on the other hand. most adults in our prisons have a 
status offense in their past. So. when we jail a status offend
er. we run the risk of having a really dangerous criminal on 
our hands later. 

What's more. it costs ten to fifteen times as much to 
keep a kid in jail than it does to treat him in the community. 
Every community needs to have alternatives to jail; in its 
own interest and in the interest of its children. 







Delinquency prevention can work only when the com
munity works hand in hand with agencies like The Youth 
Bureau. Government alone cannot solve the problem. 

We're beginning to see patterns and causes of delin
quency. but it's difficult to pinpoint specifics; usually, more 
than one factor is involved. We do know. however. that the 
majority of kids in trouble have parents who haven't found 
the right balance between caring and discipline. 

There are no simple answers. But what answers there 
are lie within the home. the school. and the community. 
Schools and courts can be no better than the communities 
they serve. And the home can be no better than the parents 
who live there. We all need to realize that before long our 
kids will become parents. and we are their strongest exam
ples. Is our example worth following? 

Children are our most important human resource. 
Unless we begin to solve the problems of delinquency. we will 
continue to see opportunities missed and lives wasted. 
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