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FORM B – PROGRAM REVISION REQUEST 
 

DECISION PACKAGE 1733 
 Provide the decision package number issued by the PBF system (“Governor’s Request”). 
 

TITLE 
Sumter Federal Funds Authorization 

 Provide a brief, descriptive title for this request. 
 

AMOUNT $150,000 Federal Funds  
 What is the net change in requested appropriations for FY 2014-15?  This amount should 

correspond to the decision package’s total in PBF across all funding sources. 
 

ENABLING AUTHORITY 

59-117-10 et. Seq. 

 What state or federal statutory, regulatory, and/or administrative authority established 
this program?  Is this decision package prompted by the establishment of or a revision to 
that authority? 

 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE REQUEST 

Mark “X” for all that apply: 
X Change in cost of providing current services to existing program audience. 
 Non-mandated change in eligibility / enrollment for existing program.  

X Change in case load / enrollment under existing program guidelines. 
 Non-mandated program change in service levels or areas.  
 Loss of federal or other external financial support for existing program.  
 Exhaustion of fund balances previously used to support program. 
 Proposed establishment of a new program or initiative. 

 

RECIPIENTS OF FUNDS 

Students receiving Federal Financial Assistance (primarily Pell Grants) and Federal 
Student Services projects.  Financial Aid is awarded based on student application and 
qualifications. 

 What individuals or entities would receive these funds (contractors, vendors, grantees, 
individual beneficiaries, etc.)?  How would these funds be allocated – using an existing 
formula, through a competitive process, based upon predetermined eligibility criteria? 
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RELATED REQUEST(S) 
None. 

 Is this decision package associated with other decision packages requested by your 
agency or other agencies this year?  Is it associated with a specific capital or non-
recurring request? 

 

MATCHING FUNDS 

None.   

 Would these funds be matched by federal, institutional, philanthropic, or other 
resources?  If so, identify the source and amount. 

 

FUNDING 
ALTERNATIVES 

The absence of Federal Financial assistance would impact the students’ ability to afford 
a higher education opportunity.  The absence of financial aid would force them to 
increase the amount they pay “out-of-pocket”.  Federally funded Student Services 
Research projects would likely be discontinued.    

 What other possible funding sources were considered?  Could this request be met in 
whole or in part with the use of other resources, including fund balances?  If so, please 
comment on the sustainability of such an approach. 

 

SUMMARY 

Sumter’s Federal funds are comprised primarily of Student Financial Aid (mostly Pell 
Grants).  Student Services projects are the second largest Federal source.   Over the last 
five years Sumter’s Federal Funds expenditures have increased by about 5.8% annually.  
Pell Grant revenue increased by 7% on an annual basis from FY09 to FY13.        

 Provide a summary of the rationale for the decision package.  Why has it been 
requested?  How specifically would the requested funds be used? 
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METHOD OF 
CALCULATION 

Total Federal Funds authorization requested is $2,206,397 which is 10% greater than FY 
13 actuals or a 7.3% increase over the FY14/15 Federal Authorization base.   This level of 
authorization should be sufficient for FY15.  Federal budget complication may impact 
the actual amount available next fiscal year.  However, the potential impact is unknown.   

 How was the amount of the request calculated?  What factors could cause deviations 
between the request and the amount that could ultimately be required in order to 
perform the underlying work? 

 

FUTURE IMPACT 

There is no Maintenance of Effort or matching requirements associated with this 
request.     

 Will the state incur any maintenance-of-effort or other obligations by adopting this 
decision package?  What impact will there be on future capital and/or operating 
budgets if this request is or is not honored?  Has a source of any such funds been 
identified and/or obtained by your agency? 

 

PRIORITIZATION 

No State funds are associated with this request.   The absence of sufficient Federal 
funds authorization would impede the University’s ability to receive funds for Student 
Services projects and the students’ ability to obtain Financial Assistance.    

 If no or insufficient new funds are available in order to meet this need, how would the 
agency prefer to proceed?  By using fund balances, generating new revenue, cutting 
other programs, or deferring action on this request in FY 2014-15? 
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INTENDED IMPACT 

Continued enrollment for those students who receive Federal Financial Assistance.  
Continuation of Federally funded Student Services projects.        

 What impact is this decision package intended to have on service delivery and program 
outcomes, and over what period of time? 

 

PROGRAM 
EVALUATION 

Accountability Report performance measures include student retention, progression, 
and graduation rate within specified time periods (4- 6 years).   Continued improvement 
in each of this area is directly related to receipt of these Federal program Funds. 
    
 

 How would the use of these funds be evaluated?  What specific outcome or performance 
measures would be used to assess the effectiveness of this program? 
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FORM B – PROGRAM REVISION REQUEST 
 

DECISION PACKAGE 1911, 1914, 1917 & 1920 
 Provide the decision package number issued by the PBF system (“Governor’s Request”). 
 

TITLE 
FY2014-2015 Fair Funding Budget Request for the University of South Carolina 
Palmetto College – consisting of the USC Campuses at Lancaster, Salkehatchie, Sumter 
and Union. 

 Provide a brief, descriptive title for this request. 
 

AMOUNT $535,000 + Unfunded Mandates 
 What is the net change in requested appropriations for FY 2014-15?  This amount should 

correspond to the decision package’s total in PBF across all funding sources. 
 

ENABLING AUTHORITY 

Title 59, Chapter 117 of the South Carolina Code of Laws established the University of 
South Carolina.  No establishment of or revision to that authority prompts this decision 
package. 

 What state or federal statutory, regulatory, and/or administrative authority established 
this program?  Is this decision package prompted by the establishment of or a revision to 
that authority? 

 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE REQUEST 

Mark “X” for all that apply: 
X Change in cost of providing current services to existing program audience. 
X Non-mandated change in eligibility / enrollment for existing program.  
X Change in case load / enrollment under existing program guidelines. 
 Non-mandated program change in service levels or areas.  
 Loss of federal or other external financial support for existing program.  
 Exhaustion of fund balances previously used to support program. 
 Proposed establishment of a new program or initiative. 

 

RECIPIENTS OF FUNDS 

These funds will benefit the University of South Carolina Palmetto College campuses 
student body of more than 3,950 and the faculty/administrative staff who serve them.  
The University only conducts a small percentage of its work through payment for 
services rendered by outside contractors, vendors, grantees, individual beneficiaries, 
etc.  In those instances the University adheres to all applicable State Procurement 
requirements.   

 What individuals or entities would receive these funds (contractors, vendors, grantees, 
individual beneficiaries, etc.)?  How would these funds be allocated – using an existing 
formula, through a competitive process, based upon predetermined eligibility criteria? 
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RELATED REQUEST(S) 
The University of South Carolina System submits FY2015 Fair Funding Requests for each 
of the system campuses. 

 Is this decision package associated with other decision packages requested by your 
agency or other agencies this year?  Is it associated with a specific capital or non-
recurring request? 

 

MATCHING FUNDS 

These funds will not be matched by federal, institutional, philanthropic, or other 
resources. 

 Would these funds be matched by federal, institutional, philanthropic, or other 
resources?  If so, identify the source and amount. 

 

FUNDING 
ALTERNATIVES 

This budget request calls for State appropriations in lieu of tuition increases to be paid 
by students of the University of South Carolina Palmetto College campuses. Should the 
State prove unable to meet this budget request, then tuition increases must be applied 
in order to yield necessary revenues. 

 What other possible funding sources were considered?  Could this request be met in 
whole or in part with the use of other resources, including fund balances?  If so, please 
comment on the sustainability of such an approach. 

 

SUMMARY 

The University of South Carolina Palmetto College campuses request $535,000 recurring 
State General Fund Appropriations.  In addition to this request, the University expects 
that all required recurring cost increases, such as legislated pay increases for University 
personnel, cost increases associated with health-care benefits, and rate increases 
associated with local utilities, will be provided by the General Assembly.  Other planned 
costs associated with State-owned facilities maintenance and repairs, growth in size of 
the student body, and access to higher education for South Carolinians, are also covered 
by the amount of this request.  
 
The University is committed to accessible and affordable higher education for South 
Carolinians.  The amount in this budget request would enable the University to maintain 
quality while relaxing the financial burden on our students and their families, thereby 
ensuring access to a postsecondary education.  Should this Fair Funding budget request 
be appropriated, the University will avoid raising tuition prices for South Carolina 
resident students for Fiscal Year 2014-15. 
 

 Provide a summary of the rationale for the decision package.  Why has it been 
requested?  How specifically would the requested funds be used? 
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METHOD OF 
CALCULATION 

Annually the University solicits budget information from each academic and service 
unit.  Each year units request far more funding than can be allocated given the limits on 
tuition increases and estimated changes in student enrollment.  The Chancellor and her 
budget team review and condense the listing of requested items to those that satisfy 
the institutional mission and serve the goals of the strategic plan.  The items requested 
for funding through the fair funding initiative include inflationary cost increases and 
known changes in service and academic support functions to maintain our student 
enrollment.   

 How was the amount of the request calculated?  What factors could cause deviations 
between the request and the amount that could ultimately be required in order to 
perform the underlying work? 

 

FUTURE IMPACT 

The State does not incur any maintenance-of-effort or other obligations by adopting this 
decision package. If this request is not honored, the impact on the University of South 
Carolina Palmetto College campuses future capital and/or operating budgets must be 
mitigated by increasing revenue through the escalation of tuition prices for students 
and families. 

 Will the state incur any maintenance-of-effort or other obligations by adopting this 
decision package?  What impact will there be on future capital and/or operating 
budgets if this request is or is not honored?  Has a source of any such funds been 
identified and/or obtained by your agency? 

 

PRIORITIZATION 

If no or insufficient new funds are available to meet this budget request, then the 
University of South Carolina Palmetto College campuses will be required to finance the 
maintenance of educational quality through tuition price increases for students and 
families. 

 If no or insufficient new funds are available in order to meet this need, how would the 
agency prefer to proceed?  By using fund balances, generating new revenue, cutting 
other programs, or deferring action on this request in FY 2014-15? 
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INTENDED IMPACT 

This decision package is intended to maintain minimally the educational quality of the 
University of South Carolina Palmetto College campuses. Direct outcomes will include 
continued service to more than 3,950 students for the academic year, graduation of 
more than 500 students annually, along with the generation of teaching, research, 
creative activity, and service on the part of University faculty. Economic impact of the 
University of South Carolina system on the state’s economy is estimated at $4.1 Billion 
annually. The University will continue to teach future leaders, to build and attract 
economic drivers, to foster civic and cultural awareness within and without the 
University community, and to bring positive attention to the State. 

 What impact is this decision package intended to have on service delivery and program 
outcomes, and over what period of time? 

 

PROGRAM 
EVALUATION 

The University assesses academic and administrative units annually, using Blueprints for 
Academic and Service Excellence as measures against stated goals. Regular evaluation 
versus peer institutions is permitted through data consortia such as the Consortium for 
Student Retention Data Exchange, the South Universities Group Salary Study, IPEDS and 
the Delaware Study. Data regarding student learning and other outcomes are gathered 
locally and compared to national norms. Excellence is measured through regular 
reaffirmation of accreditation with the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges, along with program- and discipline-specific accreditation 
reviews.  Factors associated with The University’s ability to attract, recruit, retain and 
educate students in today’s competitive higher education market are also detailed in 
the University’s annual Accountability Report.   

 How would the use of these funds be evaluated?  What specific outcome or performance 
measures would be used to assess the effectiveness of this program? 
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