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COMMISSION RECEIVES NEW 
CHEROKEE 

Smith c. "Cotton" 
McDonald, Airport Super
visor for the S. C. Aero
nautics Commission took 
delivery on a 160 h.p. 
Piper Cherokee at the Vero 
lleach plant last month. 
The trip from Vero Beach 
took a little more than 4 
hours, and Cotton reports 
that the Cherokee handles 
excellently. 

The piper operation at Vero Beach is a most impressive 
one. They are completing Cherokees at a rate of one every 
two hours and 10 minutes and are also working on a two place 
plastic aircraft which will be a low wing, fixed gear type. 

The Commission's new Cherokee is equipped with the new 
Piper Auto Nav radio compass and a Narco Super-Homer, and 
replaces the Super-Cruiser that the Commission had used in 
its airport maintenance program since 1946. 

c. w. "Ducky" Taylor, who is now Director of Customer 
il.elations at Vero, and Bill James gave us the "red carpet" 
treatment. The Piper plant is located on the Vero Deach 
Hunicipal Airport, and Bucky says that he would be delighted 
to have his friends to drop in at any time. 
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AVIATION EDUCATION 'VOH.KSIIOP 

The Aviation Education Workshop has been scheduled for 
the first three weelr period of Summer School at the School 
of Education of the University of South Carolina. 

This Workshop is for public school teachers and those 
1~ho successfully complete the course may earn three semester 
hour~ credit either graduate or undergraduate. 

Enrollment in the w·orkshop 1vill be limited to thirty 
teachers all on scholarships furnished by airlines serving 
South Carolina and the Civil Air Patrol. Further infonnation 
may be obtained from John F. Barry, s. c. Aeronautics Com
mission, P. 0. Box 1176, Columbia, S. c. 

I 

HAZARDS TO AIR NAVIGATION 

Part 626 of the FAA Regulations require that public 
notice be given and an aeronautical review be made of the 
planned construction or alteration of a structure erected in 
airspace. One of the safeguards which was established pro
vides that a structure will be considered a hazard if it is 
erected within 15,000 ft of the boundary of any airport or 
landing area and is more than one foot in height for each 
100 ft. horizontal distance from the airport boundary. 

The Aeronautics Commission represents the National 
Association of State Aviation Officials at the airspace 
meetings for the Southeast Region and receives copies of 
studies on proposed construction, however, there have been 
several cases where radio towers or high power lines have 
been constructed very close to small airports and no ob
jection was received in this office until the project was 
completed. In the future, if there is any question as to 
whether planned structures will constitute a hazard, please 
notify this office. 

NOTAHS 

The M & M Flying Service of Beaufort is no longer in 
business and there is no fuel or telephone available on the 
field. Plans are underway to secure a new operator and it 
is hoped that fuel will be available soon. 
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The change in holding pattern procedures that lvas to 

become effective on January 11th will become optional on 
that date. Pilots may use either the new or old pro
cedures :!or an indefinite period but must remain within 
the holding pattern airspace. 

The lmv frequency instrument approach at Columbia 
Airport and Owens Field has been cancelled and the L/F 
Range station is now scheduled to be decommissioned on 
January 18, 1962. 

Pilots are warned not to fly low over Federal or 
State Wildlife Reservations. Several pilots have been 
prosecuted recently for "buzzing" these areas. 

In Fiscal Year 1961 FAA Air Route Traffic Control 
Centers handled 296,040 instrument Flight Rule (IFR) de
partures by general aviation aircraft. This was an in
crease of 35 ,000 IFR departures over the previous fisc~l 
year when there were 261,027. 

Also in Fiscal Year 1961 FAA's 240 airport traffic 
control towers handled a total of 14,925,312 general 
Aviation movements. The Agency commissioned a total of 
26 airport traffic control towers in calendar year 1961 
bringing the total at the end of the year to 254. 

P ILOT REFRESHER 

The South Caro l i na Aeronautics Commission is conduct
ing a series of Pilot Refresher Programs throughout the 
State. The object of this program is to invi te all pilots 
and interested persons to attend this one even i ng course 
for the purpose of improving t heir pilot proficier,cy . 

The program consists of a series of films, practical 
exercises and discussions on weather, radio, navigation, 
regulations and pilot techniques and is of two and a half 
to three hours duration. 

The first meeting was held recently in Anderson and a 
good turnout showed a definite interest in this type re-
fresher. Pilots interested in scheduling this program for * 
their area should write J. F. Barry, S. c. Aeronautics Com
mission, P. 0. Box 1176, Columbia, S. C. 



• 
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Grogan & Orr 

OPERATOR OF THE HONTH 

This month the Newsletter 
features Orr's Aero Mechanix 
of Spartanburg . This firm 
which limits its services ex
clusively to maintenance is 
located on the Spartanburg 
Hunicipal Airport and is 
operated by B. B. "Billy" Orr. 

Billy's long career in 
aviation began while he was 
a student in high school at 
Laurens. He started as a 
part ti~e apprentice with the 
Richardson Motor Co., the 
Laurens Ford Dealer and Air
port Operator. 

The airport operation was managed by Red Lucas and Billy 
worked under Red until 1941 when he went to work for Southern 
Ainfays at their Primary School at Camden. He received his 
aircraft license in 1941 and in 1943 joined the Air Corps. 
Billy's first assignment with the Air Corps was as a mech
anic on AT.-6' s at Gunter Field; he later served as engineer 
on B-l7's and B-24 1 s and spent fourteen months in Iceland 
and Greenland with an Air Sea Rescue Unit. 

After his release from Service, Billy enrolled at the 
Spartan School of Aeronautics at Tulsa, Oklahoma. He com
pleted the Airline Service Maintenance course at Spartan in 
March, 1948, and also completed the requirements for his 
engine license. Returning to South Carolina, Billy took 
a job as civilian mechanic at the Greenville Air Base on 
C-82 1 s and C-l9 1 s and in 1951 joined the Lockheed Corpora
tion in Marietta as Flight Line Hechanic on B-29's, which 
were being modified for the Korean 'var, and B-47 's. In 
1952, Billy returned to Laurens as chief mechanic for the 
Shipman Flying Service. After a year with Carl, Billy 
opened his own business on the Laurens Airport. He operated 
at Laurens until 1957 when the airport was sold for a big 
industrial development which to-date has not been started. 
He then joined the J. P. Stevens Aviation Department at 
Greenville as lead mechanic. Billy moved to Spartanburg 
in January 1960 and set up his own business. 



Orr's Aero Mechanix is equipped to handle major and 
minor airframe and power plant maintenance on all makes 
up through light twins to 12,500 lbs. Billy received his 
authorized inspection rating in 1954 and in addition to 
himself has three A&P Mechanics in his employ. They are 
Porter Foster, who worked for many years with the late 
Bob Turner at Palmetto Air School, Bill Moore and Clyde 
Clark. Bill Edwards is an apprentice mechanic with the 
firm. Orr's also maintains and modifies aircraft for 
aerial application and is in an excellent location for 
getting parts in a hurry. 

Orr's Aero Mechanics works closely with Jim's 
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Copter Shop which is operated by Jim Grogan. Jim was 
formerly with Conaire Helicopter Service and Helicopter 
International at St. Petersburg, Florida. Jim is a grad
uate of N. C. State, Embry Hiddle Aeronautical Institute 
and The Bell Aircraft SchooL He has an A&P rating for 
fixed and rotor wing aircraft and offers complete helicop
ter maintenance and overhaul. 

The Spartanburg area is fortunate to have these two 
outstanding companies based at the municipal airport. 

DECISION EXPECTED SOON IN PIEDMONT CASE 

Chairman Boyd of the Civil Aeronautics Board has in
dicated that a decision may be expected within the next 
thirty days in the Piedmont Local Service Investigation. 
This proceeding was initiated four years ago and involves 
an area bounded by St. Louis, Philadelphia and Jacksonville. 
Eight South Carolina cities are directly concerned; Colum
bia, Charleston, Myrtle Beach, Florence, Greenwood; Ander
son, Greenville and Spartanburg. 

Examiner Keith recommends substantially the same route 
patterns and service being sought by the South Carolina 
Aeronautics Commission and these cities. 

Since Oral Argument before the Board last May, new 
concepts in subsidy and class mail rates have been under 
study by the Board. This study has necessarily prolonged 
the final outcome pending the application of these new· 
concepts. 
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EXAM-0-GRAM NO. 7 

GETTING CAUGHT ON TOP OF AN OVERCAST 

1. DO YOU HAVE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUISITES FOR INSTRUMENT 
FLIGHT? (1) An Instrument Rating, (2) an aircraft fully equipped for instru
ment flight, and (3) recent instrument experience. If not, you should heed 
the following bit of advice concernirg flight over an extensive overcast cloud 
condition --DON'T! 

2. SHOULD YOU AVOID FLYING VFR OVER CLOUDS ENTIRELY? No. Many 
times it is both practical and desirable to select a cross-country cruising alti
tude above a scattered cloud condition to take advantage of smoother air, im
proved visibility, more favorable winds, or provide for more terrain and 
obstacle clearance, providing (1) you have legal cloud separation for climb, 
cruise, and destination descent, (2) weather conditions are stable or improving, 
and (3) you stay alert and take immediate action if the clouds beneath you in
crease and the "sucker holes" start to shrink. Don't wait too long to descend or 
make a 180° turn (one of aviation's oldest safety devices) if the situation war
rants it. 

3. WHAT OTHER PRECAUTIONS SHOULD YOU TAKE TO AVOID AN "ON-TOP-OF
AN-OVERCAST" TRAP? (1) Prior to your cross-country flight, visit the local 
Weather Bureau Airport Station or your nearest FAA Flight Service Station for 
a thorough weather briefing (see EXAM-0-GRAM No. 5). Select an altitude 
that will be compatible with terrain and cloud separation requirements. (2) Use 
reasonable restraint in exercising the prerogative of VFR flight when conditions 
are close to minimums. Remember that, with the right conditions, a low over
cast can form under you in a matter of minutes. Consider the weather, the 
terrain you are flying over, and allow yourself a margin of safety commensurate 
with your experience level. (3) When you file your VFR flight plan with an 
FSS, request Flight Following Service in order to take advantage of special 
weather briefings from your en route designated Flight Watch Station(s) {see 
EXAM-0-GRAM No. 6). Also, monitor appropriate frequencies for scheduled 
weather broadcasts at 15 and 45 minutes past each hour. 

4. WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU SHOULD GET CAUGHT ABOVE AN OVERCAST? 
You are admittedly "in a jam." Loss of orientation, a very probable sequel to 
loss of ground references, will further complicate your problem. However, you 
can improve your chances of avoiding disaster by following a few logical pro
cedures. (See Flight Information Manual - "U. S. Aircraft Emergency Proced
ures"). For example, you should (1) establish communications with an FSS or 
other ground stations and confess your predicament. The personnel in these 
stations are well trained in assisting airmen in distress; give them a chance to 
help you before it's too late. If necessary, they can alert available VHF Direc
tion Finding and Radar Stations (including military stations) to stand by for 
possible assistance. (2) If you have trouble establishing contact with a ground 
station, climbing will increase the range of your VHF radio equipment and 
improve the chances of ground radar detection. (3) Conserve your fuel by 
using an economical or maximum endurance power setting. (4) If you really 
need help, comply with instructions received from your ground station. 

5. Prevention is a much better approach to this problem than the cure. If you are 
a VFRpilot, AVOID GETTING CAUGHT ON TOP OF AN OVERCASTi 
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Printed below is a list of aircraft accidents in South Carolina for 1961. There was an 
increase of 8 fatalities over 1960, when no fatal accidents occurred. Weather was the chief fac
tor in one accident which resulted in 4 fatalities and, also, in several minor accidents. Two 
fat al accidents were due to engi ne failure, one careless and reckless operation and one unknown. 
Using unauthorized landing areas resul ted in a number of minor acci dents . 

REPORTED AIRCRAFT ACCIDEN'IS IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
18 November 1960 to 20 November 1961 

DA TE TYPE AIRCRAF T HI JURIES DAMA.GE iNA.'7Tl;;.::.:JR;.::E:-::O.::-FT-':A:C:C=':CO:TD=.:E"::N':-'T'=-c:;-;---::=:r<,-;:c,-:;-,-;:=:;:r= 
Nov. 18 , 1960 •• Ces s na 172 •• • • • .• • • None •••• • Mi nor •• A/ C nosed over on back, soft field landing . 
Nov. 27, 1960 • • Champion 7BCM • • ••.• 2 Minor •• !{,ajar •• Hi t te l e phone wir es on final approach . 
Dec . 4, 1960 •• Champi on 7FC •••..• • 2 Hiner • • Major •• Wing str uck tree . 
Dec. 17, 1960 •• Piper PA-22 ••..•••• 2 }unor •• Major •• Engine failed, crashed into house . 
Jan . 29, 1961.. Bee ch A- 35 •. • • • •• • • l Fat al.. Major •• Crashed into weeded area . 
Feb. 1, 1961.. Piper PA- 23 • • •...•• None ••••• Minor • • Wheels up landing . 
Feb. 24, 1961. . Beech Bonan za 35 ••• 4 Fat al.. Major •• Loss of r ight wing & stabilizer in f light. 

Thunder storms and severe tur bulence . 
Feb . 24, 1961.. Cessna 172 ••••••••• None ••••• Minor •• Nose gear collapsed on emergency landing . 
Mar. 4, 1961.. Pi per PA-22 •••••••• l Fatal.. Major • • Engine failed at 300ft . , on t akeoff. 

l Serious 
Mar . 5, 1961 • • Piper PA -18 •• •• •.•• None ••••• Minor •• Stalled out on landing . 
May 7 , 1961 •• Piper J- 3 • . ....•••• l Fatal •• Major • • Wing struck tree. Plane crashed in pasture . 
May 17, 1961. . Aero Commander 560A None • •••• Minor •• Wheels up landi ng. 
June 4, 1961.. Piper PA- 24 • •. • ••.• None ••••• Minor •• Gear collapsed on landing . 
June 12, 1961. . Champion 7FC • • ••••• None • •••• Minor •• Damaged by squall while on ground . 
June 15, 1961 •• Cessna 172 •• . .•.•• • None •• • • • W~nor • • Damaged left wing while taxing in rain . 
Aug . l, 1961.. Cessna 172. • • • • • • • • None.. • • • Minor.. Struck hangar while taxing . 
Aug. 12, 1961,. Cessna 210 •••• • • • •• None ••.•• Minor • • Oil covered windshield . Wheels up landing. 
Aug . 14, 1961 • • PBY Constellation •• 1 Minor •• Major •• Struck trees dur ing emergency landing . 

Aug. 18, 
Aug. 22, 
Aug. 29 , 
Sept. 9 , 
Oct. 2, 
Oct. 22, 

1961.. 
1961 •• 
1961 • • 
1961. . 
1961 •• 
1961. . 

Piper PA-22 •••••••• 
Cessna 172 ••• ••• ••• 
Piper J-3 ••... . • . . • 
Piper PA-24 •••••.•• 
Beech E-35 . .. ..... . 
Aeronca 058- B •• • .•• 

1 Fatal 
None ••••• :Minor • • Nosed over - emergency landing . 
None • •••• Major •• Flipped over on landing in pasture . 
1 Serious Major •• Hi t obstruct i on on aerial application swath. 
None •••.• Minor •• Dama ged gear on take-off. 
None ••••• Major • • Soft field landing, gear folded. 
None ••••• 1unor •• Partial power failure . Damaged on emergency 

landing. 
Oct. 24, 1961 • • Piper PA-22 ••• • •.•• None ••••• !1inor •• Brakes locked on landi ng, flipped plane on 

ba ck. 
Oct . 2e , 1961.. Piper PA-24 ••.•.•.. None •••• • Ma j or •• Swerved off runway into trees . Overshot. 
Nov. 20, 1961 • • Piper PA-24 •• .• •• • . None •.. •• l!a~ or • • Gear collapsed after ma nual lowering . 

_, 
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The new Regional FAA office is now open in Atlanta, 
under the direction of Arvin Basnight, Assistant Administrator 
for the Southern Region. 'falter G. Beroset, who many will 
remember from his service in South Carolina in the early 
40's will be Chief of the General Aviation Branch and his 
Assistant will be T. J •. Callahan. Hank Foster, who was in 
s. c. in 1956-58, will be a Flight Operations Specialist in 
the Regional office in the Accident, Incident, and Violation 
Investigations. 

An area office will bP located in Char l otte. In charge 
of this office is C. B. Seidel who was in S. c. in 1945-1946. 
The District Office at Columbia will have a Maintenance Inspec
tor assigned in the near future. Other personnel, Odell 

Garrison, Tommy Thompson and Miss May Smith will remain in 
the Columbia District Office. 

According to Mr. Seidel, the new set up should result 
in a much more efficient operation and more decisions on the 
local leve 1. 

''~e are happy to see a Haintenance Inspector return to 
S. C., and feel that the State is fortunate in that so many 
people in the new Regional office have served in our State 
and are familiar with our problems. 


