


ARTIST SELECTION 
The South Carolina Arts Commission (SCACl contracts with 
professional artists to work in programs designed to serve 
people of all ages in South Carolina. · 

To be considered eligible for such work, a professional artist: 
* must be able to travel to different communities in 

South Carol ina; 
* should have own transportation and should have 

a valid driver's license (most positions are located in 
rural areas where public transportation is not 
availablel; 

* must have degree. specialized training or instructional 
experience in art form. 

If the above qualifications are met, individuals must par
ticipate in a multi-step hiring process which includes: 
1. Work being juried by or performance auditioned 

before a panel of professionals in artist's specific field 
or meeting one of the following alternative qualifica
tions for artist's specific art form: 

a. SCAC Fellowship recipient or Fellowship 
alternate; 

b. S.C. State Art Collection Purchase Award 
recipient; 

c. Member of a juried S.C. guild (Note: must be a 
juried member of guild itself. not just juried 
into one of the guild's exhibitions); 

d. National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship 
recipient; 

e. Southern Arts Federation Touring Program 
participant; 

f. Southern Circuit Film/Videomakers' Regional 
Tour participant; 

g. Approval by a selection panel at another state 
arts agency. Must submit letter from Ex
ecutive Director or representative of state 
arts agency verifying approval by a selection 
panel. 

h. Touring program participant for recognized 
regional or national cultural/arts organization; 

i. Full-time (not part-timel faculty member at 
an accredited college or university working 
currently or in the past three years in the art 
form in which SCAC approval is sought. NOTE: 
An English Department faculty member is 
eligible for this alternative qualification only if: 
al he/she is a writer-in-residence or bl his/her 
primary responsibility is teaching creative 
writing . 

j. Affiliate Artist. 
2. If approved. completing artist information sheets to 

make file "active" for review for position openings. 
3. Participating in a personal interview (for selected ap

plicants) by SCAC Arts Coordinators and in some in
stances by participating school districts or local spon
sors when positions become available. Position open-



lngs occur throughout the year, but 
predominantly during september-April and the 
majority of openings are for short-term residen
cies from one day to two weeks. 

Available positions are contingent upon appropriate 
local funding, and art forms selected for use In the pro
grams depend primarily on the request of the local 
sponsors. 

The South Carolina Arts Commission has a three-year re
selection policy for all artists on the Approved Artist Roster. 
If an artist or ensemble has not worked for the SCAC or one 
of its subgrant sites in a three-year period, (beginning with 
the year the artist/ensemble is placed on the Rosterl in order 
to remain on the Roster. the artist/ensemble will be required 
to either: 1l submit materials to be reviewed by the next 
scheduled selection panel; OR 2l provide evidence of meeting 
one of the alternative qualifications (listed on the first page 
of these procedures) during the three-year period. Artists will 
be notified by letter when they are required to undergo the 
re-selection process. 

VISUAL ARTISTS 
Panel convenes in December of each year. December 10 
deadline for receipt of materials. 

1. Submit a detailed resume. 
2. Submit three sets of eight slides. (Each set must 

contain the same slides.l On each slide note top and 
front. No glass slides will be accepted. 

NOTE: If applying for approval in more than one 
art form (e.g . painting and printmaking) submit 
three sets of eight slides for each art form in 
which approval is sought. 

3. On a separate piece of paper submit brief descrip
tion of art work reflected in slides including size, 
medium. process and date work was created. 

4. Submit a stamped, self-addressed envelope for the 
return of one set of slides. (One set will be kept for 
artist's file, other set will be included in SCAC's 
Visual Arts Slide Registry.l 

Slides are mailed to panelists who then return materials to 
the SCAC. This process can take up to two months to com
plete. Artists will be notified by mail as soon as panel results 
are completed. 

LITERARY ARTISTS 
Panel convenes in December of each year. December 10 
deadline for receipt of materials. 

1. Submit a detailed resume. 
2. Submit non-returnable samples of work not to ex

ceed 10 pages in total. 



Samples must be typed and include year written 
and date of publication, if applicable. 
a. one poem per page. 
b. Manuscripts should be submitted as a sam

ple, i.e., one part, act, selection, etc. 
c. Chapbooks will not be accepted. 
d. samples should not show name or 

address_ 

Materials are mailed to each panelist who then returns 
materials to the SCAC. This evaluation process can take up 
to two months to complete. Artists will be notified by mail 
as soon as panel results are completed . 

MEDIA ARTISTS 
Panel convenes in December of each year. December 10 
deadline for receipt of materials. 

1. Submit a detailed resume. 
2. Submit copies of Super-S (silent or magnetic trackl 

or 16mm silent or optical film, or%" video tape 
with production dates. Submit no more than two 
works with a total screening time of 15 minutes. 
Work must be cued to desired section for screen
ing. Must have name and address clearly on them. 

3. Submit a stamped, self-addressed mailer for return 
of films and/or video tapes. Films and tapes will be 
returned C.O.D. by United Parcel Service unless a 
stamped, self-addressed mailer is submitted along 
with other materials. 

There may be a two-month period after panel meets before 
films or tapes can be returned. Artists will be notified by mail 
as soon as panel results are completed. 

PERFORMING ARTISTS 
Panel convenes in June of each year. June 2 deadline for 
receipt of materials. 

ACTIVE PERFORMERS IN DANCE, THEATRE AND MUSIC: 
1. Submit a detailed resume. 
2. Musicians: Submit a standard audio cassette, or a 

professional quality %", VHS or Betamax (except 
Beta ll video cassette. 
Dance and Theatre Artists: Submit a professional 
quality V<I",VHS, or Betamax (except Beta ll video 
cassette 
Composers may submit an audio tape of a musician 
performing their work or a musical score. 

3. Auditions are limited to 15 minutes of tape. Audio 
and video tapes must be cued to desired section of 
screening or listening time. 

4. Submit a stamped, self-addressed mailer for return 
of tape. Tape will not be returned unless a return 
mailer is submitted. 



5. Artists will be notified by mail as soon as panel 
results are completed. 

DANCERS, DIRECTORS, CHOREOGRAPHERS WHO ARE 
NO LONGER PERFORMING.* 
1. Submit a detailed resume. 
2. Choose either 2a or 2b. 

2a. Submit a professional quality %", VHS or 
Betamax lexcept Beta ll cassette of which 
5-10 minutes should show the process of the 
artist instructing students and an additional 
5-10 minutes should show a portion of the 
finished production, i.e., the students per
forming the work. Tape must be cued to 
desired section of screening time. If submit
ting a tape, include a stamped, self
addressed mailer for return of tape. Tape 
will not be returned unless a return mailer 
is submitted. 

2b. Submit letters from three different profes
sional sources in the artist's discipline who 
have observed the artist's work and can 
comment on his/her qualifications. lAII three 
letters cannot be from individuals at the 
same school or company.l Also send a short 
statement which lists the position title or 
professional qualifications of the individuals 
submitting the support letters, if this infor
mation is not evident in the professional's 
letter. 

3. Artists will be notified by mail as soon as panel 
results are completed. 

*The Arts Commission reserves the right to require an on
site review of the artist's work if a decision on artistic quali
ty cannot be made on materials submitted. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SELECTION 
PANELS 
1. Each Selection Panel (Visual Arts, Literary Arts, 

Media Arts, Dance, Theatre and Musicl is composed 
of artists and educators in that specific field . 

2. Panels convene in December of each year with the 
exception of the Performing Arts Panels which 
meet in June of each year. 

3. The SCAC reserves the right to cancel a panel if an 
insufficient number of applicants apply. 

4. All materials for Visual, Literary, Media and Perform
ing Arts Panels should be sent to: Personnel Coor
dinator. S.C. Arts Commission, 1800 Gervais Street, 
Columbia, SC 29201, and must be received in the 
Arts Commission offices by December 10 (Visual, 
Literary and Medial or June 2 (Performing Artsl. 



5. The SCAC cannot be responsible for materials 
that are not sent by certified mall. 

6. The SCAC will send artists a postcard acknowledging 
receipt of materials. 

7. Artists will be informed by letter whether or not 
they have been approved by the panel. 

8. The SCAC reserves the right to revise procedures at 
any time but will announce revisions in a timely 
manner. 

9. Artists are encouraged to keep copies of any 
original materials submitted for review by a 
selection panel. 

TERMS OF CONTRACT 
Artists who work are placed under contract as 
self-employed Individuals and are responsible for 
providing for their food/lodging at and transporta
tion to and from work sites. Taxes and social securi
ty deductions are not withheld from earnings and 
artists are responsible for making payments for 
such items to the Internal Revenue Service. The 
SCAC sends a 1099 Statement of Earnings to artists 
who receive over $600 in professional fees and to 
the IRS each February. 

Artists receive payment by submitting an invoice 
for each contracted work period to the SCAC. The 
procedure for payment is outlined for the artist 
when he/she is contracted . 

Professional fees for artists contracted by the Arts 
Commission in FY87 Uuly 1, 1986- June 30, 1987l 
are $575 per residency week, with a supply budget 
of no more than $75 per residency week (depend
ing on art form and requirements of residencyl. 
Artists-in-Education Subgrant Sponsors who contract 
directly with artists may negotiate the weekly fee 
to a minimum of $475 per week with an artist who 
resides in the county of the subgrant site. Perform
ing artists providing performances only will set their 
own fees on a daily or per performance basis. Stan
dard weekly fees are established each year and ex
ceptions must be approved by the Executive 
Director. 

Only the Executive Director or the Acting Executive 
Director of the South Carolina Arts Commission is 
empowered to enter into legal and binding 
agreements for services with individuals, organiza
tions, and agencies. 



APPROVAL BY SELECTION PANEL 
OR ALTERNATIVE QUALIFICATION 
DOES NOT GUARANTEE WORK IN 
ARTS COMMISSION PROGRAMS. 

PROGRAMS 
The Artists-in-Education Program places artists in the 
literary, performing, and visual arts and crafts in a school set
ting for residencies of one or more weeks. Techniques and 
materials are geared toward age and ability levels of the 
students and teacher workshops are also conducted. 

The Media Artists-in Education Program is a component 
of the Artists-in-Education Program and places media artists 
at sites for a specific period of time. It provides such activities 
as hands-on Super-S, film and video production for students, 
film study, a school film festival and teacher training 
workshops. 

The Rural Arts Program is designed to help plan and fund 
arts events and performances in rural communities. This pro
gram gives community leaders the opportunity to plan arts 
projects, including professional performing artist perfor
mances and visual arts and crafts classes. 

Stage South, through its Youth Tour, places professional 
theatre, dance and music groups in South Carolina schools 
for performances and workshops. Stage South's Communi
ty Tour Program supports the touring activities of South 
Carolina performing artists who have been selected for the 
roster by subsidizing their performances for in-state com
munity sponsors. 

The Mobile Arts Program (Arts and Crafts Trucksl brings 
professional visual artists and craftspersons in direct contact 
with children and adults in all areas of South Carolina. Em
phasis is primarily in rural and small town areas, but urban 
centers are also served. 

The Visiting Artist Program provides one-week residencies 
and individual performances in all art forms. 

The South Carolina Arts Commission is firmly committed to 
a policy that equal opportunity be provided to all persons 
regardless of race, sex, age, religion, creed, disability, veteran 
status, national origin, ancestry, or political affiliation. 
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